
CREATE
6

A TRULY IN
NOVATIVE CURRICULUM

HY AN IN
TERDISCIPLINARY CURRICULUM?

BECAUSE THE WORLD IS INTERDISCIPLINARY. All

careers a
nd endeavors r

equire
 a blend of c

apabilit
ies

and a breadth of u
nderst

anding to
 re

ally work. That’s

why w
e’ve built 

our c
urric

ulum to
 help you se

e th
e

connectio
ns b

etw
een and among fie

lds o
f s

tudy and

ways o
f le

arning—to give you th
e co

ntext o
f h

ow and

why th
e w

orld
’s s

yste
ms a

nd cu
ltu

res o
perate as th

ey

do. A
nd how th

ey ca
n operate diffe

rently.

How th
e Skidmore Curric

ulum W
orks

It b
egins w

ith
 you gettin

g a fo
undatio

n in
 exposito

ry

writi
ng and quantita

tiv
e reasoning, the basic 

skills

you’ll 
need to explore, analyze, and communica

te.

Your fo
cus o

n in
tegrativ

e learning begins im
mediately

with
 Skidmore’s 

First
-Year Experie

nce. FYE engages

you deeply in your academic 
work through your

choice
 of one of nearly

 50 diverse

Scrib
ner Seminars, 

each lim
ite

d to 16

stu
dents 

and taught by faculty
 who

serve not o
nly as t

eachers 
but a

lso
 as

mentors a
nd adviso

rs. 
These professo

rs

will 
help you make inform

ed choice
s

about course
s (electiv

es and require
-

ments),
 cocurric

ular experie
nces, 

and

eventually a course
 of stu

dy leading

toward a m
ajor a

nd usually a m
inor o

r

second major. 
These concentra

tio
ns

receive in
cre

asin
g fo

cus in
 your ju

nior

and se
nior y

ears.

The result?
 The knowledge and the

abilit
y, t

he persp
ectiv

e and th
e passio

n

to su
cce

ssf
ully pursu

e th
e re

st 
of y

our

life
.

ALL-COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS—a fo
undatio

n

built 
of fu

ndamental sk
ills

, in
terdisci

plin
ary

persp
ectiv

es, a
nd broad exposure to

 th
e lib

eral

arts
 and sci

ences.

Foundatio
n (S

kills
):

Exposito
ry W

riti
ng: 1 or 2

 co
urse

s

Quantita
tiv

e Reasoning: 1 or 2
 co

urse
s

Foundatio
n (In

terdisc
iplin

ary Persp
ectiv

es):

First
-Year E

xperie
nce: Your ch

oice
 of o

ne of

nearly
 50 Scrib

ner S
eminars i

n an area of

interest; 
seminars l

im
ite

d to
 16 stu

dents; 

professo
r se

rves a
s m

entor/a
dviso

r.

Foundatio
n (Exposure to

 th
e Arts 

and Scie
nces):

Natural Scie
nce: 1 lab co

urse
 explorin

g th
e 

natural w
orld

Socia
l Scie

nce: 1 co
urse

 fo
cusin

g on patte
rns

of h
uman behavior a

nd so
cia

l st
ructu

re

Arts
: 1 co

urse
 engaging in

 th
e cre

atio
n

or p
erfo

rm
ance of a

rtis
tic 

work

Humanitie
s: 1 co

urse
 examining human cu

ltu
re

as e
xpresse

d in
 histo

rica
l tr

aditio
n, lit

erature,

and languages

Cultu
re-Centered In

quiry
: 1 co

urse
 in

 a fo
reign

language and 1 co
urse

 desig
nated eith

er

Cultu
ral D

iversit
y or N

on-W
este

rn Cultu
re

ELECTIVES—the opportu
nity

 to
 explore and

engage in
 a w

ide ra
nge of su

bjects
, to

pics,

and activ
itie

s.

There are m
ore th

an 1,000 co
urse

s to
 ch

oose

fro
m (se

e page 26)—
Intereste

d in
 learning

Chinese? The orig
ins o

f c
lassic

al p
hysics

?

How about a
dvanced photography? Or 

perfo
rm

ing in
 a ja

zz, ch
oral, c

lassic
al, o

r

drumming ensemble? At S
kidmore, you ca

n

round out y
our e

ducatio
n.

Your ch
ance to

 fo
cus o

n one su
bject a

rea, o
fte

n su
pplemented by a se

cond m
ajor o

r

minor. S
tudents t

ypica
lly ch

oose a m
ajor b

y th
e end of so

phomore year, afte
r h

aving

explored so
me of th

e College’s n
early

 60 m
ajors, 

inclu
ding in

terdepartm
ental and

self-d
eterm

ined optio
ns. M

ore th
an 60% of S

kidmore stu
dents c

hoose a se
cond m

ajor

or a
 m

inor.

Electives

Your M
ajor

3
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A
ll-College Requirem

ents

FO
R

 M
O

ST
 S

TU
D

EN
TS

, 
C

O
U

R
SE

 W
O

R
K

 A
T 

SK
ID

M
O

R
E

FALLS EQUALLY INTO THREE AREAS:

What’s a Tang? A very cool museum, one of the first of its kind anywhere.

Having just celebrated its tenth anniversary, the Frances Young Tang

Teaching Museum and Art Gallery stimulates creativity, encourages

interdisciplinary thinking and collaboration, and gets students

and visitors excited about the past, present, and future of

our life experiences. With innovative and sometimes

controversial exhibitions like Molecules That

Matter and Staging the Indian: The

Politics of Representation, the

Tang gets people to react,

think, and create

differently.

Joseph Kaifala ’08
B.A., International Affairs 

and Law and Society
M.A., International Affairs, 

Syracuse University

Imprisoned at six with his     
father by Liberian

militants, Joseph knows injustice and
human cruelty firsthand. But instead    

of feeling victimized, 
the one-time president of Skidmore’s 

International Affairs Club is using the     
experience as a springboard for 

global change. 
“I want to be a   
force for good by

getting into interna- 
tional humanitarian law,
perhaps with the UN,”
says Joseph. “Growing up   

with war makes it clear   
how important interna-
tional codes and conducts are. 

My dream is to be elected    
to the African Union.” 

Courtney Mattison ’08
B.A., Marine Biology 

and Ceramic 
Sculpture 
M.A. Candidate 

Environmental Studies, 
Brown University

Courtney’s senior project,        
“Fragile Beauty: An Artistic 

Exploration of Our Endangered 
Coral Reef Ecosystems,”was both 
informative and visually stunning—

a wonderful blend of sculpture and science.
Says the self-determined major,

“We can understand how  
climate change warms oceans or how 
carbonic acid acidifies seawater, but this

knowledge has a far better chance of 
stimulating reform if art illuminates our 

emotional ties to the problems. Science and art combined   provide a powerful tool to    explore, appreciate, and      change the world for the better.”

CREATIVE THOUGHT MATTERS
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