Greek 110:  Elementary Greek

FALL 2010

David Porter

Office:   Ladd 205b

Office hours:  TBD—and always by appointment

Email:
 ddodger@skidmore.edu
Phone:  587-0388 (home, where I work most of the time); x8405

This intensive language course, which stretches over both semesters, covers the basics of Attic Greek thoroughly but swiftly during the first semester and the first half of the second, then applies them to reading portions of Xenophon’s Anabasis during the final months of the year.  We’ll adjust our assignments in Athenaze as we go along, so what is sketched out below is tentative.  Our aim is to complete nineteen lessons during the first term—approximately a half lesson each class.  This sounds innocent:  it isn’t.
Course requirements and expectations:

1. Regular class attendance and participation.  If you are thinking of cutting because you are not fully prepared for the day, please don’t:  come to class and indicate that you’d like to “audit” for the day (obviously, “auditing” on a regular basis is not a great idea).  If for any reason you must miss a class, please let me know in advance.

2. Completion of assignments in Athenaze. At each class I will make specific comments  about particular foci for the next class, but you should always learn new vocabulary. master new grammatical material, translate and practice reading the longer Greek passage at the beginning of each section, and work through the shorter Greek sentences in the second part of the lesson.  I will usually also ask you to complete a short written assignment to turn in at the next class.  These will focus on two areas:  translating each day at least some English into Greek, and, a bit later in the term, completing at least one verb synopsis for each class.   I will not grade these exercises, but I will correct and return them.  Doing these written assignments takes a bit of time, but students who do them have a markedly better success rate in this course.

3. Keeping up.  This should go without saying, but it’s worth stressing from the start. You will be learning a VAST amount of new material very rapidly.  Keeping up is possible—just!—if you master assignments on a regular basis.  Once you fall seriously behind, things become tough in that you are simultaneously working on the lower stories of the building and adding to the top.  (Block that metaphor.)  By way of encouragement, and with strong support from previous students (blame them!), we will each Thursday have a short quiz focused on material covered in recent classes.

Grading will be based on the following:  
Class attendance and participation (including weekly quizzes):  25%


    
Midterm exam:  25%


    
Final exam:  50%

TENTATIVE schedule:

9/9:  Lesson 1. 

9/13:  2A

9/14:  2B

9/16:  3A.  QUIZ

9/20:  3B

9/21:  4A 

9/23:  4B.  QUIZ

9/27:  5A

9/28:  5B

9/30:  6A.  QUIZ

10/4:  6B

10/5:  7A 

10/7:  7B.  QUIZ

10/11:  8A

10/12:  8B

10/14:  9A.  QUIZ

10/18:  9B

10/19:  10A

10/21:  10B

10/25:  REVIEW
 

10/26:  MIDTERM EXAM
10/28:  11A

11/1:  11B

11/2:  12A

11/4:  12B.  QUIZ

11/8:   13A

11/9:   13B

11/11:    14A.  QUIZ

11/15:  14B

11/16:  15

11/18:  16.  QUIZ

11/22:  17


THANKSGIVING BREAK

11/29:
18A

11/30:  18B

12/2:  19A.  QUIZ

12/5:  19B

12/6 and 12/8:  REVIEW 

