
Members of the Class of 1959, Beverly Sanders Payne, Sally 

Gray Perry, Susan Clark Jorgenson, and Janet Lucas Whitman, 

pose with Class of 1959 Scholars Amanda Werner ’11 and Isaac 

Baker ‘14. 

Rebecca Blum ‘05, Class of 2005 President, with Lawanda 

Peterson ‘11, recipient of the Class of 2005 Scholarship. 

 

I am truly thankful for the education that has 

prepared me to go into the world as a confident, 

independent, intellectual, creative woman. 
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Your generosity has helped me and my 

family in ways you can't imagineɭ

what you've given me is something 

beyond material items and I am very 

grateful. 
  

Nicholas Liu -2ÖÕÛÈÎɯȿƕƕ 

 Kettering Scholar  

Did You Knowé 
 

Skidmore awards over $33 million in 

financial aid annually, with an average 

grant of $28,500. 

 

Since 2003, Skidmore has increased its 

commitment to financial aid by  

125 percent. 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!  

 

Your philanthropy makes it possible for these students ɭand hundreds like them ɭ

to attend Skidmore College, and all the opportunities it affords.  

Thank you.  

Joel and Ellen Rein Goldin ‘61 meet  Emily Phalen ‘12, 

the inaugural Ellen Rein Goldin ‘61 Endowed Scholar. 

 Tonight is about our stories 
and it is about our community. 
First there are the stories of current 
students and graduates:  how you 
came to Skidmore; what that 
experience has meant to you; and 
how it has changed your lives.  But 
each of us in this room has a 
powerful story to tell, and all of our 
stories make up the larger narrative 
of Skidmore College.   
 For these stories are part of 
a longer narrative that began more 
than one hundred years ago when 
Lucy Skidmore Scribner began to 
envision and then build the school 

that became Skidmore.   She had a 
creative thought that she made 
material.  And the narrative she 
started has continued through the 
years, embellished by thousands of 
alumni and parents, faculty and 
staff who have entered our 
community and contributed to the 
thickening plot.  Thus far, it has 
been quite a read, this narrative, full 
of unexpected twists, narrow 
escapes, risky adventures, the 
occasional dark and scary moment, 
and more than a few heroic 
accomplishments.   
 I have said that tonight is 
a b o u t  s t o r i e s  a n d  a b o u t 
c om m u n i t yða n d  b o t h  a r e 
connected.  For a recurring theme 
in these stories is the willingness of 
so many to reach out a generous 
hand to those they do not know but 
with whom they want to share the 
Skidmore experience.  They have 
chosen to build the Skidmore 
community by paying forward, by 
providing others with access to 
what they experienced as students 
or as parents, faculty and staff 
membersðor friends of the college.  

 The alumni here are already 
carrying the story forward, through 
what they are doing with their lives 
professionally and personally and 
also through their generosity in 
assisting current students to write 
themselves into the Skidmore book.   
I have met so many alumni and 
parents on my recent travels as 
acting president, whose eyes light 
u p  w h e n  y o u  m e n t i o n 
scholarshipsðand they have seized 
the opportunity to help others join 
the Skidmore community and share 
in  its benefits.  Soon, and I speak 
now to the students present, it will 
be your turn to play these multiple 
roles.   
 We are tremendously proud 
of how you have grown during your 
time here and look with great 
a n t i c i p a t i o n  t o w a r d s  yo u r 
accomplishments after graduation.   
We hope you will also reach back to 
help those who follow you, providing 
career support, financial assistance 
through scholarship funds, and 
personal advice.  In short, doing all 
those things, which helped you 
along the way. 

ACTING  PRESIDENT  KRESSõS REMARKS 
A N  E X C E R P T F R O M H E R  M E S S A G E 

SCHOLARSHIP  D INNER  2011 

Throughout its history, Skidmore College has focused on providing a life -changing 

education. Scholarships are critical to ensuring that students receive this 

transformative experience and are prepared to be independent and creative 

problem -solvers in our society.  Whether creating an opportunity for many to 

receive an education originally thought to be beyond their means, or the chance to 

learn from classmates with broad backgrounds and interests, scholarships are the 

foundation of Skidmore's vibrant community.  

Thank you for your role in providing scholarship support!  



I want to talk with you briefly 
about the importance of giving back 
to Skidmore College when you have 
found your place in the world after 
graduation, and even before! 

It is not so much about 
ñgiving backò as it is investing in the 
future of someone very much like 
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H I LDA  T AYLO R  PA R ROTT  ô77  
SC H O L A R S H I P D O N O R  SP E A K E R 
A N  E X E R P T F R O M H E R  S P E E C H 

My future has been altered, completely, because of 

the experiences I've garnered at this incredible 

college and I hope that one day I will have the 

chance to give back to the world and change a 

person's life in the same way you have changed 

ÔÐÕÌȭɂ 
 

2ÌÈÕɯ#ɀ ÕÎÌÓÖɯȿƕƖ 

Tisch Family Scholars  
 

 

yourselvesðscholarship recipients 
who might not have had the 
opportunity to attend Skidmore had it 
not been for the many scholarships 
available. 

But, first, let me tell you 
about the Nancy Taylor Endowed 
Scholarship. Nancy, my mother, 
graduated with the class of 1942. 
After graduation and throughout her 
life my mother was an active alumna 
giving of her time, talent, and 
treasure, and then serving Skidmore 
College as an Alumni Trustee from 
1979 to 1981. 

After my mother passed 
away prematurely, in 1981, my 
family wanted to keep her efforts 
alive after she no longer could. We 
did so by establishing this 
scholarship fund and donating the 
diving tower to the then brand new 
swimming pool in 1982. 

As chance would have it, I 
was the first to dive from the 3 meter 
diving board, my first proud moment 
as a Skidmore alum! 

We are most pleased that 
Skidmore College has been able to 
make a scholarship grant each year 
to a worthy Skidmore student who 
has exemplified the Skidmore 

Nancy Hamilton ô77, with Hamilton Annual Fund 

Scholarship Recipient Jeremy French-Lawyer ô14. 

mission, Creative Thought Matters. 

Now to the importance of 
ñgiving backò and, as I said, giving 
back does not mean paying backðit 
is about investing in the futureðyou 
being able to assist and thereby 
invest in someone much like yourself 
attending Skidmore College some 
years down the road of life.  

Those of us involved in 
alumni work at Skidmore College 
talk about Three TôsðTime, Talent, 
and Treasure. When you graduate 
you will likely have time to give of 
yourself to Skidmore, by being a 
class agent or an alumni admissions 
correspondent. Of course you have 
talent or will shortly develop talent as 
well. So perhaps you will participate 
in the Career Jam or serve on 
alumni committees and councils.  

The third ñTòðñTreasureò 
may take longer to come by but it 
will likely come. So, please consider 
investing in the future of Skidmore 
College and the students who will 
follow you by giving of your own 
time, talent, and treasure. When 
someone calls on you for your 
annual gift, think about investing in 
Skidmore and its students.  

 

 

Scholarship Dinner  2011 

 My name is Shi Li Li. I stand 
here before you because Iôm the 
proud recipient of the Class of 2010 
Senior Gift Scholarship. I feel so 
honored to be chosen as this yearôs 
student speaker so I will try my best 
to share with you my background 
and my experience at Skidmore. 

 I was born in Southern 
China but my family and I 
immigrated to the U.S. when I was 
very young. I went to school and 
grew up in lower east-side 
Manhattan. Raised by immigrant 
parents, the importance of education 
and diligence were instilled in me 
from an early age. My parents have 
always stressed the importance of 
higher education in the family. The 
opportunity to study at Skidmore and 

abroad means a lot to my family 
since I am the first in my immediate 
family to graduate from college. 
Skidmore has given me so much in 
terms of  f inancial aid and 
opportunities for personal and 
professional growth. 

  Coming to Skidmore, I 
didnôt know what I wanted to major 
in but I knew that I wanted to major 
in a subject that would teach me a 
lot about the world around me. For 
me, the purpose of a college 
education is more than just receiving 
a degree to get a job. I chose 
Skidmore because I wanted a good 
liberal arts education that will allow 
me to explore and broaden my 
horizons as well as to learn to think 
critically. I discovered an interest in 
one of the most demanding yet 
rewarding disciplines, which is 
Economics. In my sophomore year, I 
took intro to macroeconomics and 
instantly fell in love with the subject 
that is as intellectually stimulating as 
it is practical for most careers. The 
economics major helped me gain 
valuable written communication and 
presentation skills, quantitative skills, 
and analytical skills.   

 Throughout my nearly four 
years at Skidmore, I have had some 
of the best experiences of my life. 
One of those experiences was my 
semester abroad in Paris. I never 
thought that I would be able to travel 
in Europe, live with a host family and 
learn French history, culture and 
language. My French language skills 
improved tremendously from the 
experience. Another wonderful 
experience is my involvement in 

Asian Cultural Awareness. As the 
treasurer, not only am I responsible 
for keeping all of our events within 
the scope of our budget, but I have 
also been involved with bringing all 
the educational and fun events to 
campus. Working with people who 
are just as motivated and 
passionate about bringing diversity 
events on campus is one of the best 
experiences at Skidmore. 

 Lastly, I would like to thank 
all of the generous donors for 
making my education at Skidmore 
possible. Without Skidmore, I would 
not be the independent and 
informed individual that I am today. I 
would like to pay a tribute to the 
Senior Gift committee for organizing 
the fundraising event for next yearôs 
scholarship recipient. I am glad that 
I made my gift to the Senior Gift 
Fund because I know I will making a 
difference in someoneôs life and 
making his/her education at 
Skidmore possible. 
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SH I  L I  L I  õ11 
SC H O L A R S H I P RE C I P I E N T  SP E A K E R 

Giving someone (me!) the 

gift of knowledge and the 

opportunity to educate and 

empower herself is the 

greatest gift you could give. 
 

Elena Cruz- ÓÓÌÕɯȿƕƖ 

Saratoga Classic Horse Show  

and 

Linda Liebig Endowed Scholar  
 

 

Did You Knowé 

 

The 2011-12 Skidmore tuition, room, and board cost is $53,684.  
 

55% of all Skidmore students receive some type of aid.  
Max Bevan ô12 with Pamela White 
Leighton ô61, donor to the Leighton 
Annual Fund Scholarship. 


