IRC Meeting Minutes

February 4, 2002

Present:  Bob DeSieno, Karl Broekhuizen, Ruth Copans, Alice Dean, Sam Fee, Deb Hall, Ann Henderson, Bret Ingerman, Michael Marx, Margo Pancerella, Corky Reinhart, Pierre von Kaenel, Joe Stankovich, Susan Zappen
INTRODUCTION

Bob DeSieno introduced himself to the Committee as the incoming Chair of IRC representing the Dean of the Faculty, and thanked Margo Pancerella for continuing to attend Committee meetings and to record the minutes of the Council.

STEIS UPDATE

Alice Dean, as the IRC representative on STEIS, updated the Committee on the plans for the technologically enhanced classroom that will be installed in Harder Hall 108 and 109, these rooms to be merged.  Members of IRC wondered why space on the 4th floor of Palamountain Hall was not being considered.  Karl Broekhuizen mentioned that the College is going to spend the money to renovate the fourth floor of Palamountain anyway, so it may make sense to reconsider this space.  Alice will ask Rebecca Smith or Fred DiMauro, in project planning, whether the space in Palamountain is large enough to accommodate this classroom.  Alice pointed out that the recommendation of the Harder Hall rooms was carefully considered.  The fact that these rooms neighbor CITS is an advantage, but did not drive the decision.  Other spaces considered for this classroom were Bolton 280, 281, 282 and 382; the BI room, Government Documents and a fourth floor room in the Library. Various issues of location, size, cost, and logistics persuaded STEIS that these rooms were not suitable for the purposes of project.

Alice asked for clarification on how STEIS should proceed in making its recommendations.  The answer: STEIS will deliberate and make recommendations to IRC. IRC, in turn, will recommend to the appropriate bodies charged with making policy on the deployment of technology in classroom space.

Minutes of STEIS are posted online at www.skidmore.edu/~adean/steis.

BUDGET

Bret Ingerman handed out copies of the CITS capital budget request for FY 2003 and several subsequent years. Bret emphasized the distinction between initiatives that CITS believes are essential for the effective operation of information technology on our campus, and other budgetary recommendations that CITS believes are important but not crucial in the coming fiscal year.  A brief discussion among the Committee followed.  The Committee will discuss the budget further at the next meeting, when we will respond and make recommendations.  Ann Henderson will bring statistics regarding the demand for technologically enhanced classrooms.  

The next meeting of IRC will be Monday, February 18 at 3:00 p.m. in the President’s Conference Room.

Respectfully submitted, 

Margo Pancerella

