Visitors Directory

Admissions—Eissner Admissions Center (9)
Advancement—North Hall (24)
Alumni Affairs—Colton House (6)
Auditoriums—Palamountain Hall (26)
Bookstore—Case Center (4)
Business Affairs—Barrett Center (1)
Campus Safety—Jonsson Tower, lower level (18)
Facilities Services—North Hall (24)
Health Services—Jonsson Tower (18)
Human Resources—Barrett Center (1)
Information Desk—Case Center (4)
Master’s Program—Ladd Hall (20)
Post Office—Case Center (4)
President’s Office—Palamountain Hall (26)
Purchasing—Harder Hall (7)
Residential Life—Wiecking Hall
Schick Gallery—Saisselin Art Building (30)
Spa Snack Bar—Case Center (4)
Special Programs—Palamountain Hall (26)
Student Affairs—Case Center (4)
Student Services—Starbuck Center (36)
Career Services
Dean of Studies
Financial Aid
Higher Education Opportunity and Academic
Opportunity Programs
Off-Campus Study and Exchanges
Registrar
Surrey Williamson Inn (37)
Tang Teaching Museum and
Art Gallery (38)
Zankel Music Center (45)

Access to Facilities

Classroom and office buildings are wheelchair accessible.
Residential apartments and rooms for students using
wheechairs are located in designated residence halls.

Travel Directions

Skidmore is located 30 minutes north of Albany, N.Y. Take
Interstate 87 (the Adirondack Northway) to Exit 14 and head
west toward downtown Saratoga Springs on Union Avenue.
Where Union ends at Circular Street, take a right. Then take
your first left onto Spring Street. At the first stoplight, take a
right onto Broadway and go straight through six traffic lights
onto N. Broadway. Proceed one-half mile to the College’s main
entrance.

Skidmore in Brief
Founded: 1903; became a four-year liberal arts college in 1922

Location: Saratoga Springs, N.Y., a cosmopolitan city of 30,000
in the Capital District region, three hours’ drive from New
York City, Boston, and Montreal

Campus: 890 acres

Program: Four-year, private, nondenominational,
coeducational, liberal arts

Degrees: B.A., B.S., M.A. (master of arts in liberal studies)
Courses Offered: More than 1,000

Enrollment: Approximately 2,400 students from some 50 states
and 40 countries

Gender Mix: 41% men, 59% women
Students of Color: 18%

Class Size: average is 17; more than 93% of classes have fewer
than 30 students, and 1% have more than 50

Admission: Highly competitive; over the last three years,
Skidmore has received between 6,000 and 7,400 applications
for first-year classes targeted at 675 (including 36 students
spending their first semester in London); an average of 39% of
applicants have been offered admission; an average of 38% have
enrolled Early Decision; SAT and ACT scores have ranged from
1300 to 1320, and 29 to 30.

Faculty: 248 full-time; 84% hold the doctoral or highest
degree in their fields

Student-Faculty Ratio: 9 to 1

Off-Campus Study: Skidmore runs programs in Paris, Madrid,
Alcald, London, and Beijing, and also provides support for
an additional 130 approved programs abroad, as well as
numerous domestic options.

Preprofessional and Cooperative Programs: premedical
program; prelaw advising; 4+1 M.B.A. programs (Clarkson,
Union Graduate College); 3+2 dual degree engineering
programs (Clarkson, Dartmouth, RPI); 4+1 M.A.T. program
(Union College); 4+1/4+2 dual degree program in physical
therapy and occupational therapy (Sage Graduate School);
internships and service-learning opportunities (for academic
credit); faculty-student collaborative research.

Student Clubs and Organizations: approximately 100
Men’s and Women'’s Varsity Sports: 19

Club and Intramural Sports: approximately 20
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At the Arthur Zankel Music
Center: Ensemble ACJW performs
in the Carnegie Hall Premieres
series—just one of the more
than 1,000 campus events open
to the public each year.

Photographs: Stefan Cohen, John Forasté, Josh Gerritsen ‘06, Phil Haggerty, Mark McCarty, Tom Stock

The Northwoods Village apartments provide
comfortable and energy-efficient housing for
students and summer guests.

Overview

Skidmore is a highly selective, independent, liberal arts college
with an enrollment of approximately 2,400 men and women
from some 50 states and 40 countries. With its relatively small
size and student-faculty ratio of 9 to 1, the College is a close-
knit academic community.

Founded in 1903 by Lucy Skidmore Scribner, Skidmore was
chartered as a four-year liberal arts college for women in
1922. The College’s history includes major initiatives such as
building a new campus in the 1960s and the transition to
coeducation in 1971. Also, in 1991, the College began offering
a master of arts in liberal studies degree. In 2000 the College
opened the Frances Young Tang Teaching Museum and Art
Gallery, which has earned a national reputation for bringing
fields of study together in creative ways. In 2010, Skidmore
opened its Arthur Zankel Music Center featuring the acousti-
cally superb 600-seat Concert Hall. In addition to providing a
new home for the College’s music program, the facility and its
performance spaces serve as a major resource for the commu-
nity and the region.

One of Skidmore’s distinguishing features is its approach
to the liberal arts, expressed through a blend of traditional
liberal arts disciplines and career-specific fields. The College
emphasizes an interdisciplinary approach to all areas of study
and encourages experimentation and creativity across the dis-
ciplines. It is Skidmore’s belief that a liberal arts education is
the best preparation for both a life of continued learning and
a meaningful career, particularly as graduates face a world of
rapid and unpredictable change.

Campus

Situated on a wooded campus of 890 acres a mile from down-
town Saratoga Springs, Skidmore’s buildings are designed to
blend with the natural surroundings and to foster intellectual
and social interaction. Though it is contemporary in style, the
campus’s architects have borrowed from the area’s Victorian
architecture, adopting such features as bay windows, copper
roofs, and covered outdoor areas.

Brief Tour

Case Center houses offices for student organizations, the
Skidmore Shop (bookstore), a snack bar and cybercafé, campus
post office, and public information desk. Among its popular
gathering places are the Intercultural Center, Case Patio, and
Porter Plaza, an outdoor social and performance space.

Scribner Library, adjacent to Case, offers a full range of
print and electronic materials in support of the undergraduate
program. It houses the College’s archives and a significant
rare-book collection.

Skidmore’s visual and performing arts space includes the
Saisselin Art Building, with studios and the Schick Art Gallery,
and Bernhard Theater, with a seating capacity of 350 and the
experimental Black Box theater. Opened in 2010, the College’s
dramatic new Arthur Zankel Music Center is an important
music venue for the College and the region, with a 600-seat
performance hall.

The Tang Teaching Museum and Art Gallery, designed by
renowned architect Antoine Predock, provides a focal point
for cross-disciplinary study through the visual arts and serves
as a major cultural resource for Saratoga Springs and the
region, attracting nearly 40,000 visitors a year.
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Downtown Saratoga Springs is brimming with galleries,
clubs, shops, coffeehouses, bistros, and restaurants.

“Skidmore continues to win the
hearts of motivated students with
gorgeous scenery, caring faculty,
and its flexibility, openness, and
receptivity to change and growth.”

—Fiske Guide to Colleges

Dana Science Center offers state-of-the-art teaching
and research space, including centers for microscopy imaging
and geographic information systems. Dana links the College’s
science departments to the Department of Mathematics and
Computer Science in neighboring Harder Hall, which features
a Linux lab of 24 workstations for advanced computer science
projects. Connected to Dana is Palamountain Hall, which hous-
es three adjacent auditoriums—Gannett, Emerson, and Davis.

The Sports and Recreation Center houses three gymnasi-
ums, competition-size swimming and diving pools, racquetball
courts, athletic training facilities, and a human-performance
laboratory for a burgeoning exercise science program. An out-
door athletic complex is highlighted by Wachenheim Field—a
lighted, artificial-turf field and a 400-meter, all-weather track.
Other playing fields include new softball and field hockey
fields and Castle Baseball Diamond, a mile from campus.
Adjoining the sports center is the Dance Center, with dance
studios, a dance theater, and recreational facilities.

Academics

Skidmore offers bachelor of arts and bachelor of science
degrees in 65 areas. The College’s curriculum provides students
broad exposure to the world of ideas through an interdiscipli-
nary approach to the liberal arts. The curriculum’s flexibility
allows students to pursue interdepartmental majors, minor
programs, and self-determined majors. Internships and faculty-
student collaborative research programs enable students to
explore specific areas of interest and gain valuable work
experience.

The College runs its own off-campus study programs in
China, England, France, and Spain, in addition to offering a
variety of other study-abroad opportunities around the globe.
Skidmore is also affiliated with National Student Exchange,
which provides domestic exchange opportunities at nearly 200
campuses in North America. Nearly 60 percent of Skidmore’s
students study off campus.

In addition to its undergraduate programs, Skidmore
offers a nonresidential program leading to a master of arts in
liberal studies (MALS). An external degree program, MALS
offers multidisciplinary graduate study to adult learners.

Skidmore’s Dana Science
Center includes a rooftop
greenhouse, in addition to labs
for biology, chemistry, environ-
mental studies, geosciences,
and physics.

- o k

Fireworks over the Frances Young Tang Teaching
Museum and Art Gallery

Community Impact

Just as Saratoga Springs provides a wonderful setting for
Skidmore, the city and surrounding area benefit from the
presence of the College, which has a powerful impact on the
cultural offerings, volunteer sector, and economy of the
region.

Thousands of people visit the Skidmore campus each year
for performances, workshops, lectures, exhibitions, films, and
athletic events, most of them free of charge. Skidmore’s diverse
summer agenda attracts some 6,000 attendees annually to
performances sponsored by such programs as the Skidmore
Jazz Institute, the New York State Summer Writers Institute,
the Saratoga International Theater Institute, and the College’s
annual dance residency. Skidmore's offerings to the public will
be greatly enhanced by the Zankel Music Center, with its 600-
seat performance space and superb acoustics.

Skidmore students, faculty, and staff play active roles in
the community, and many contribute their time and energy
as volunteers. The College’s Office of Volunteer Services works
with some 40 nonprofit organizations to coordinate the civic-
engagement activities of approximately 700 students each
year. And each year, more than 50 service-learning courses are
offered, many of which connect students with the community.
Skidmore is a lead partner in the SaratogaArtsFest, a three-day
community celebration of the arts; Saratoga Reads, a program
based on the reading of a single book selected by the commu-
nity; and Expanding Horizons, a joint educational program
with the nearby Schuylerville School District.

With an annual operating budget of $120 million, nearly
900 employees, and an enrollment of 2,400, Skidmore is a
major economic engine for the region. A 2007 study by the
Capital District Regional Planning Commission shows that the
College’s annual economic impact—the ripple effect—on
Saratoga County alone is $342 million, with an annual employ-
ment impact of 3,300 jobs.

Location

Saratoga Springs, 30 miles north of Albany, New York State’s
capital, is perennially short-listed as one of the most interest-
ing and vibrant small cities in the U.S. Famed for “health,
history, and horses”—its mineral waters, Revolutionary War
battlefield, and the nation’s oldest thoroughbred racetrack—
Saratoga is equally renowned as an arts and cultural destina-
tion. The Saratoga Performing Arts Center is summer home
to the New York City Ballet, Philadelphia Orchestra, and Lake
George Opera, and is a performing venue for top rock and
jazz musicians. The city’s revitalized downtown area—just a
short walk from Skidmore—is brimming with galleries, clubs,
museums, shops, coffeehouses, bistros, and restaurants. The
city’s location near the foothills of the Adirondack Mountains
puts an abundance of outdoor recreational opportunities
within an hour’s drive. Boston, New York City, and Montreal
are each approximately 180 miles from the campus.

Creative Thought Matters. We believe that a key purpose of a liberal
arts education is to encourage, provoke, and explore creative thought.
Genuine creativity requires rigor of thought and practice that connects
knowledge and imagination with discipline. The Skidmore promise is
to develop our students’ capacity to make that connection so that they
respond to the world with creative thought in ways that truly matter.
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